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1700 Library- Plan
Detail- First Floor Plan
Section 3/16” = 1’0”
The ramp from the 90” height floor to the 120” 
height floor is the first raised platform to have 
clearance for walking.  The ramp and upper level 
floor separates the southern wing from the atrium 
area. 
Two core enclosed areas on the 
first floor contain the restrooms, 
mechanical and janitorial area as 
well as the staff room and first 
floor elevator access. 
1/8” = 1’0”
1/8” = 1’0”Plan“...You might say that the world is put before you 
through the books. You don’t need many... you need 
just good ones, and there is no such thing as looking 
for a book through the catalogue....”
        -Louis Kahn
1700 Library- Section and Perspectives
Perspective- South Wing facing Atrium
Perspective- North, 30” Floor level
Section 3/16” = 1’0”
In additon to the rows of freestanding stacks, 
there are also numerous built-in bookcases 
located underneath the raised platforms.  Smaller 
built-ins on the platforms create seating and 
partitions between the ramps. These bench-height 
bookcases create opportunities to pause along the 
meandering path created by the ramps.
86 871700 Summit- Existing
South Elevation- Norfolk Street
North Elevation- Private Alley West Elevation- Summit Avenue
Reflected Ceiling Plan
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Formerly the Baker Equipment building, 1700 Summit Avenue is an 
industrial building located in Scott’s Addition. Direct adjacency to 
multiple converted loft apartments makes it ideal for foot traffic. It is 
also located in close proximity to the Greyhound bus station and access 
to Interstate 64. Movieland Cinema is a few blocks away across North 
Boulevard.
1700 Summit is a one-story brick building with interior steel column 
support system. The low slope roof is perforated with multiple skylights, 
bringing in additional natural light throughout the length of the space. The 
building’s exterior opens up to the outside with multiple garage bays and 
numerous large windows. The windows are set high in the wall with a 
sill height of 5’6”. This combined with the ceiling height of 18’0” create a 
dramatic proportion in the space.
Site Map
1700 Library- Sections & Perspectives
Along the Northern side of the building, ramps 
elevate users as they progress through the space. 
On this side, the 1700 Library faces an alley 
providing more privacy than the Eastern and 
Southern sides. The floor is the lowest in the 
Northwest corner of the building facing Summit 
Avenue where the height of the windows at 5’6” 
provides privacy to occupants. The floor height 
then increases by 30” increments changing the 
relationship between the window sill and the floor. 
60” Floor Height 30” Floor Height Base Floor Height
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Three large garage bays create a transitional 
indoor/outdoor entrance area separated 
from the interior library by a glass curtain wall 
shown here. 
This section also shows the relationship 
between the raised floor against the windows 
and the base level leading into the atrium.
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1700 Library- Axon
Ramps create a meandering path through 
the library punctuated by “forests” of stacks. 
Open areas interspersed between areas of tall 
bookshelves create semi-rooms for individual or 
groups to sit and read. 
Elevator
Core block- 1st floor staff area
         2nd floor multipurpose room
Restrooms and mechanical
Three open garage bays lead into an indoor/
outdoor area, creating a transition into the main 
entrance.
Upon entering, guests face the check-out and help 
area.
1700 Library- Railing and Bookshelf Design
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Bookshelves used in the stacks for the library are made of mahogany with maple accents. The construction system uses exposed lap joints, allowing all 
connections between vertical and horizontal supports to be seen. Four larger columms provide the main vertical support for the system, supplemented by 
four smaller columns that connect only the top three shelves. At 48” a pull-out shelf provides a space to rest books while perusing the other shelves. Small 
glass shelves on either end of the bookshelves are used as artifact displays giving visual cues about the content and subject matter of the books on the 
adjacent shelf. 
Railing systems used throughout the library are 
separated into two types. The railings used on the 
lower levels use columns similar in dimension to 
the columns used as the main supports for the 
bookshelves. Made of mahogany, these columns are 
connected to the maple railing by a bar tee. The 
bar tee also provides a delicate connection point 
between the column and the side of the platform, 
allowing the column to maintain its individual 
identity. The column then continues down until it 
connects directly to the floor.
On the upper levels, the mahogany column 
disappears, replaced by a more substantial piece 
of steel. Instead of connecting to the floor, the 
steel runs parallel to the side of the platform, 
then curves in to connect 8” below the top of the 
platform. The maple hand rail remains the same.
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